REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
made up of savages from Kurdistan, with un-
known idioms, Arab Sunnites or Wahabites,
Skipetars (dwellers among the rocks), Albanians
(Catholic, Orthodox, or Mohammedan), Bul-
garians, Greeks, Kutzo-Vlachs, Servians, Nes-
torians, Maronites, Jews, United Armenians,
Jacobites, Protestants, &a, all with different
ambitions, and all with centrifugal tendencies
based on their race or their religion, most of
them hostile to the Osmanlis, all of them jealous
of one another."
It was hardly to be expected that the use of
each and all of these tongues could be per-
mitted in the daily deliberations of an assembly
not modelled on the Tower of Babel. Unless
the result was to be pandemonium, one recog-
nised medium of speech was the only possible
solution of the difficulty, and that, for obvious
reasons, had to be Turkish. There is a proverb
to the effect that " He who speaks not Turkish
has not the fear of God in his heart," but this
was not the sentiment which dictated the adop-
tion of that language in parliamentary debate*
It was, in fact, the only conceivable condition of
the orderly conduct of the public business, yet
some among the Greek deputies professed them-
selves insulted by it
This was, on the face of it, unreasonable, yet
it must be confessed that the Government did
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